Glandular tumors of the lacrimal sac. Their histopathologic patterns and possible origins.
To describe and characterize the primary lacrimal sac epithelial tumors of glandular origin, and to describe their possible source from glands in the lacrimal sac and nasolacrimal duct walls. The authors conducted a clinicopathologic study on 14 patients with epithelial lacrimal sac tumors of possible glandular origin. In addition, they reviewed 35 surgical specimens of the lacrimal sac and nasolacrimal duct region and 13 cadaver specimens of the lacrimal sac region. Six of the tumors were benign: four were oncocytomas and two were pleomorphic adenomas. Eight of the tumors were malignant: three were oncocytic adenocarcinomas, three were adenoid cystic carcinomas, and two were adenocarcinomas. All tumors were from adults, ranging in age from 38 to 87 years. Twenty-eight of the 47 specimens of lacrimal sac and nasolacrimal duct region showed mixed glands of serous and mucous elements. Although rare, benign and malignant glandular lacrimal sac tumors should be considered in the differential diagnosis of lacrimal sac obstruction. Their possible origin is from the normal glands that exist under the lacrimal sac and nasolacrimal duct epithelium.